The Role of US Mayors in Advancing Human Rights," Joann Kamuf Ward underscores the lack of commitment on the part of the U.S. to human rights as a whole, and the strategic possibilities for political action at the municipal level. She pays special attention to the formation of the U.S. Though it would strengthen the arguments forwarded here, unexplored is the language of urban music, from the classic words of the high priestess of soul, Nina Simone's "Baltimore" ("cause the city's dying, and they don't know why. Oh Baltimore, ain't it hard just to live, just to live?") to the contemporary sound of the prophets of the hood, such as one-time Baltimore resident, Tupac Shakur, to the Middle Eastern bard of revolution in North Africa that Tupac helped inspire, El
Général, who provided the musical soundtrack of urban uprising in Tunisia ("Your People Are these missing themes, many of which are deserving of future exploration in subsequent works, the volume offers an important introduction to rethinking the state of cities in the world-system. Such rethinking ought to be on the top of the agenda for world-systems scholars and activists, and more generally for all humans working for a more just, sustainable future for our urban dwellings and planetary inhabitants.
